Sun, Aug 26, 2007 12:01 AM

Subject: Update

Date: Sunday, August 26, 2007 12:01 AM

From: Mary Pearson <mary@christiangays.com>

To: "CGNewsletter@yahoogroups.com" <CGNewsletter@yahoogroups.com>
Conversation: Update

OWRITING OUTSIDE THE MARGINSO - TORONTO - Sunday Aug 26 - Yes, that's
today!

Be a part of history! Be a part of the First Queer Literary Street Festival!
Xtra presents Writing Outside the Margins on Sunday August 26, 11am - 7pm.
We'll be closing down Church Street to present readers, panel discussions, a poetry

slam, open mics and much more!

This notice is late, but better late than never.

ARE HOMOSEXUAL CIVIL UNIONS A 600-YEAR-OLD TRADITION?

Excerpt:

Opponents of gay marriage in the United States today have tended to assume that
nuclear families have always been the standard household form. However, as Tulchin
writes, "Western family structures have been much more varied than many people
today seem to realize, and Western legal systems have in the past made provisions for
a variety of household structures."

For example, in late medieval France, the term affréerement -- roughly translated as
brotherment -- was used to refer to a certain type of legal contract, which also existed
elsewhere in Mediterranean Europe. These documents provided the foundation for non-
nuclear households of many types and shared many characteristics with marriage
contracts, as legal writers at the time were well aware, according to Tulchin.

To read this whole article, please go to http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/
2007/08/070823110231.htm

(Thanks Andrew!)
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THE REFORMED ANGLICAN CATHOLIC CHURCH - SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
MISSION

The Reformed Anglican Catholic Church, having a Seminarian in the area, is working to
form a Mission with the goal of establishing a Parish in the San Francisco area.

Our Seminarian will soon be looking at formation strategy and planting committees to
assist in the planting. This is an excellent opportunity for you to get in on the ground
floor and help establish a new parish.

The Reformed Anglican Catholic Church is a place for all people, offering the love of
Christ to everyone regardless of race, gender, or sexual orientation. We are a church
built on the Anglican tradition, where ALL may come and experience Christ’s love and
inclusion without fear of judgment or condemnation. It is a place of worship where the
Lord’s Table truly is open to all who wish to come and share in the joy of fellowship and
communion.

Interested parties may contact <FrWayne@gmail.com>

This Notice is posted on the Message Boards at http://christiangays.com/smf/
index.php?topic=186.new#new if you need to refer again to it.

CHRISTIANGAYS.COM DAILY DEVOTIONS

We are still looking for folks to write some devotions for us. In the meantime, Stan is
doing a superb job of finding devotions from other websites (always giving credit to the
author and website of course).

If you are not getting our Daily Devotions, I really suggest that you subscribe to start
receiving them. They’re short, and just give a little boost to get your day started off
right.

You can subscribe to them from this link  http://christiangays.com/
subscribe.shtml#devotions

If you would like to bless us all with one of your own original devotions, please send it
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to Stan Maszczak <christianfirst82@yahoo.com>. Please keep it under 300 words.

RAINBOW ROSARIES BY MARILYN

The Swarovski Crystal Rosary is $24.95. The glass rosary is $19.95.
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A Rainbow Medal and Fish medal can be attached to the rosary for $6.00 a piece.
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Marilyn says: With each one sold, I enclose a brochure on "How to Say the Rosary”.

The prices include postage to the United States and Canada. Outside the U.S. and
Canada, please advise, and depending on the postage to your country maybe we can
split it.

I am not responsible for loss or damage in the mail. Insurance in the U.S., only, is
$1.65 should you select it. I accept Pay Pal, U.S. postal money orders and cash, at
your own risk. All payments must be made in U.S. funds.

Page 3 of 13



If you want something different, please let me know and I can probably make it.

I will not make any rosary against the beliefs of the Catholic or Episcopal Church. I will
not knowingly sell the rosary to anyone who is going to use it for any other religious

rituals.

I have been making rosaries and jewelry for over 40 years and guarantee my work.

Please contact Marilyn at <lincolnlady1121@yahoo.com> if you wish to buy a Rosary.

NOTABLE GLBT BIRTHDAYS, August 15 - 31

August 15:
August 19:
August 21:
August 25:

August 28:

Soldier and writer T.E. Lawrence, 1888

Transsexual tennis champion and physician Renee Richards, 1934
Filmmaker George Kuchar, 1942

American composer Leonard Bernstein, 1919

Actress Nancy Kulp, 1921

(from glbtg.com)

GAY SYMBOLS

Lambda
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In 1970, the lower case Greek letter lambda (A) was selected to symbolize the Gay
Activists Alliance’s campaign for gay liberation, and, four years later, the International
Gay Rights Congress in Edinburgh, Scotland, chose the same symbol to represent
lesbian and gay rights. As a result, the lambda has become internationally known.

It is traditional for the lambda to be shown in lavender, a color which, like pink, is often
associated with homosexuality. The lambda, in physics represents energy, and
therefore is used to symbolize the energy of the Gay Rights Movement.

The labrys, or double-bladed battle axe, was a symbol used in the ancient civilization of
Minoan Crete (sometimes portrayed as having certain matriarchal tendencies), and in
ancient Greek legends it was supposedly used by Scythian Amazon women warriors
(sometimes said to be ruled by two queens at a time).

It can also be associated with the Greek goddess Demeter (Ceres in Roman mythology)
and occasionally the Greek goddess Artemis (Diana in Roman mythology).

The labrys represents lesbian and feminist strength and self-sufficiency.

Bisexual Double or Overlapping Triangle
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This symbol represents bisexuality and bi pride. The exact origin of this symbol,
sometimes facetiously referred to as the "biangles"”, remains ambiguous. It is popularly
thought that the pink triangle may represent homosexuality, as it does when it stands
alone, while the blue stands for heterosexuality. The two together form the color
lavender, a blend of both sexual orientations and a color that has been associated with
homosexuality for almost a century.

It's also possible that the pink may represent attraction to females, the blue attraction
to males and lavender attraction to both.

Transgendered Symbol

Popular transgender symbols, used to identify transvestites, transsexuals, and other
transgender people, frequently consist of a modified biological symbol, originating from
a drawing by Holly Boswell.

In addition to the arrow projecting from the top right of the circle that comprises the
biological symbol for the male (from the astrological symbol for Mars), and in addition
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to the cross projecting from the bottom of the circle that comprises the biological
symbol for the female (from the astrological symbol for Venus), the symbol
incorporates both these devices as well as a cross topped by an arrowhead (combining
the male and the female motifs) which projects from the top left of the circle.

(from Wikipedia)

MESSAGE FROM ROBERTA KREIDER

TO PEOPLE WHO MIGHT WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE FUTURE FOR THE THREE
BOOKS OF FAITH STORIES FROM THE GLBTA COMMUNITY OF FAITH:

Dear Friends,

As I was beginning to gather authors for the third book in the series of faith stories in
the fall of 2003, I felt more deeply than ever that the books really do not belong to me,
but are a part of the heritage of the GLBTA community of faith. I wanted to do
something to insure that the books would continue to be available when I was no longer
able to take care of them. I felt a strong leading to set up a Governing Board to take
care of the books for posterity. Consequently, I wrote to some friends to see if they
would be willing to serve on this Board. To my surprise, hone of them declined my
request!

In choosing the Board, Harold and I took into account the distance we would need to
travel to get together and the interest they would have in the books. All the members
live in Pennsylvania. Since Rick Alderfer of Telford helped me set up the books for
printing and took care of the business angle, I asked him to be the new manager of
Kreiders Books and Chair of the Governing Board. Other members of the Board are
Karen Alderfer, M.S., Lancaster; Ken Beam, Ephrata; Esther Becker, Gordonville; Jay
Martin, Lancaster; Ruth Martin, Lancaster; and Susan Reinhold, Mt. Joy. These faithful
friends have promised me that they will keep the books in print as long as they are
needed in the GLBTA community of faith.

Because of more opportunities for Harold and me to share our own stories and requests
to journey with others who are at various stages in their journey, plus physical
limitations, the time has come to relinquish the responsibility of shepherding the books.
On Sunday, July 15, all of the Board members except one were with us in the morning
worship service at Perkasie Mennonite Church. After eating together in a restaurant, we
gathered in our home to talk over the details of the transfer to the Board. Since then, I
have prepared a statement to transfer the copyrights for all three books to the
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Governing Board. On August 13, Harold and I went to our bank to have my signature
notarized. The work with the books for me has been accomplished. The Board members
requested that we continue to meet with them in their yearly meetings, and we will be
glad to do that as long as we are able.

The three books of faith stories [FROM WOUNDED HEARTS; TOGETHER IN LOVE; and
THE COST OF TRUTH] can be ordered from bookstores all over the world. You can order
the books yourself from online bookstores. If you need multiple copies, you can contact
Rick Alderfer at menno.too@juno.com. His phone number is 215-723-8422. He can
have copies printed for you.

This has been a marvelous life-giving journey for me. I don't know why God chose me
for this task, but I am very thankful for the privilege of learning to know many new
friends through their stories. I believe that our stories are our most valued treasure.
When you and I can listen to each other's stories without judgment and with
compassion, we empower one another to claim who we are and to do the best that we
can to live up to our Creator's desire for us.

Harold and I have learned much from the GLBTA community that has broadened our
horizons and helped us to grow in the love and compassion that has been modeled for
us by Jesus. For this we will be forever grateful.

God's Best to Each of You,
Roberta <robertakreider@verizon.net>

As tranquil streams that meet and merge and flow as one to seek the sea,
Our kindred hearts and minds unite to build a church that shall be free -
Free from the bonds that bind the mind to narrow thought and lifeless creed;
Free from a social code that fails to serve the cause of human need:

A freedom that reveres the past, but trusts the dawning future more;

And bids the soul, in search of truth, adventure boldly and explore.
Prophetic church, the future waits your liberating ministry;

Go forward in the power of love, proclaim the truth that makes us free.

Text: Marion Franklin Ham, 1933
Tune: Winchester New (Ride on, ride on in majesty)

If you are not familiar with Roberta Kreider, please see her article 015 Reasons Why |
Changed My MindO at http://christiangays.com/articles/kreider.shtml|

Note: I have just ordered a fresh supply of Roberta’s books so should have them
available for purchase shortly in “the Store”,
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BOOK - "CALLING THE RAINBOW NATION HOME"” - by Rev Elaine Sundby

Elaine has been a faithful member of the ChristianGays.com family for many years.
Many of you will have already taken advantage of her "Directory of Welcoming
Christian Churches - 3500 listings”, which can be found on our Gay Links page at
http://christiangays.com/links.shtml

Her book, "“Calling the Rainbow Nation Home ” profiles one woman’s spiritual
journey to acceptance and affirmation, and helps gay Christians around the world find
strength and assurance in their own spiritual pilgrimages.

Do you know folks who are struggling to reconcile their faith with their sexual
orientation?

Do you need an excellent resource material to give to friends and family of gay (GLBT)
Christians?

This book answers many of the questions so common to the coming out process for a
gay Christian.

Is homosexuality a sin?
Should I remain celibate my entire life?
What does the Bible have to say about this issue?

These are only some of the topics discussed. This book will bless you, and I personally
recommend it.

Please click on the banner ad on the left side of any page of the website, just under the
navigation links and “Search CG.com” box for more information about “Calling The
Rainbow Nation Home . http://christiangays.com/ or access it directly through
Amazon by going to our Amazon page at http://christiangays.com/amazon/
amazon_books_title.shtml

“Man's mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.”
Oliver Wendell Holmes
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(Thanks Sharon!)

FACT - LEAP YEAR

Why do we have a leap year, and why is it in February?

The issue of leap year and the weirdness of February is always worth looking at
because, coming so infrequently, who can remember the explanation for it from the last
time?

The earth revolves around the sun every 365.24 days, not an even 365. That produces
an extra day's worth of hours every four years. We could distribute them as a bonus to
everyone - a one-day time-out every fourth year in which the clock is stopped and we
stay in bed all day. But we don't. Instead we add an extra day onto February.

Why February? It was originally the last month on the Roman calendar and a logical
place to stick the extra day. But Julius Caesar changed the first month to January,
stranding February and its little peculiarity in the second spot.

LEARN FROM THE BUZZARD, THE BAT & THE BUMBLEBEE

BUZZARD

If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6' x 8' and is entirely open at the top, the bird, in
spite of its ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard
always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10-12'. Without space to run, as is
its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small pen.

BAT

The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble creature in the air,
cannot take off from a level place. If it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do
is shuffle about helplessly and painfully until it reaches some slight elevation from which
it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash.

BUMBLEBEE
A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is
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taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find
some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists,
until it completely destroys itself.

PEOPLE

In many ways, we are like the buzzard, the bat and the bumblebee. We struggle about
with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to do is look up.
Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, but faith looks up.

Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly and trust in our Creator who
loves us.

May your troubles be less, your blessings more, and may nothing but happiness come
through your door.

(Thanks Sharon!)

JOKE

A child came home from Sunday School and told his mother that he had learned a new
song about a cross-eyed bear named Gladly.

It took his mother a while before she realized that the hymn was really "Gladly The
Cross I'd Bear".

God bless,
Mary

Gay AND Christian? YES! It IS Possible!
http://www.ChristianGays.com

Mary Pearson
43 Epps Cres
Ajax, ON,
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Gay by God. Proud by choice!
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Want to meet more gay Christians? Please join us on our List Serve (social group).
Subscribe from the Subscribe to CG.com page at http://christiangays.com/subscribe.shtml

If you believe in this ministry, any Donation would be most gratefully appreciated.
Please go to the Donations page at http://christiangays.com/donations.shtml for
information.

If you have any questions or concerns, please write to mary@christiangays.com

ChristianGays.com does not send unsolicited email. All email addresses, including AOL, are obtained
solely through Registration on the Subscribe page or Chat registration using an opt-in automated Mailing
List management application through Yahoo.com.

Chat Reminders will usually be sent 3 times per week.
Newsletters will usually be sent from 1 or 2 times per week.

HOW TO UNSUBSCRIBE

Click on the appropriate Unsubscribe link below which will bring up a letter. If the link doesn’t work, just
copy and paste the address into a new letter.

No need to type anything. Just hit "Send” and you will automatically be removed from the email address
from which you are sending - but remember, we will miss you. :-(

Newsletters - CGNewsletter-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Chat Reminders - ChristianGaysChat-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Daily Devotions - CGDevotions-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Prayer Team - CGPray-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

List Serve - ChristianGaysl-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Standing in the Gap - CGgap-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

HIV AIDS Support - CGhiv-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
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